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A Parent’s Prayer to St. Joseph
O glorious St. Joseph, to you God committed the care of His only begotten Son amid the many dangers of this world.
We come to you and ask you to take under your special protection the children God has given us. Through holy baptism they became children of God and members of His holy Church. We consecrate them to you today, that through
this consecration they may become your foster children. Guard them, guide their steps in life, form their hearts after
the hearts of Jesus and Mary. Amen.

Thanksgiving Table Prayer
O Gracious God,
We give thanks for your overflowing generosity to us.
Thank you for the blessings of the food we eat and especially for this
feast day. Thank you for our home and family and friends, especially
for the presence of those gathered here. Thank you for our health, our
work, and our play. Please send help to those who are hungry, alone,
sick or suffering.
Open our hearts to your love. We ask for your blessing through Christ
your son. Amen.
PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE: Thank you to all who came out to support our Meet The Staff Night: it was a great success and God
blessed us with fantastic weather!
Many permission forms will be coming home throughout the year for various trips and events. Page 1 of the form outlines the
details of the trip and remains at home with the parent/guardian. The second part of the trip form must be completed and
signed by the parent/guardian and returned to school prior to the trip. Please note that verbal permission (phone calls) cannot
be granted for a trip, the written form must be signed and submitted for a student to attend a trip.
Hallowe’en: this year students are welcome to wear their Hallowe’en costumes to school on Thursday, October 31 with parental
permission. Please ensure that your child is able to move about freely in their costumes. Masks, toy weapons, costume props
are to be left at home as they are a safety concern and could get damaged or lost at school. Alternatively students may wear
black and orange in the place of a costume. Wishing you and your family a blessed and safe Thanksgiving!
Mrs. A. Coletto
IMPORTANT DATES IN OCTOBER:
October 10—Lockdown Practice October 18—School Mass October 22—Bomb Evacuation Practice

DRESS DOWN DAYS IN OCTOBER
Friday, October 11—dress down day for all students and staff—it is a casual spirit day to celebrate our
school (no specific colours or donations associated with this dress down)
Wednesday, October 16—Walk To School Day—Wear yellow and do your best to use active transportation to come to school!
Thursday, October 24—Wear Purple Day—On Ontario Dress Purple Day, we partner with boards of
education, schools, and child care to speak up for every child and youth’s right to safety and well-being
in all spaces and to celebrate the community that cares for kids.
Thursday, October 31—Monster Mash Day ! Students and staff are invited to dress up!
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CATHOLIC SCHOOL COUNCIL (CSC)
Thank you to our CSC members for 2019-2020. Parents are welcome to still get involved with our Catholic
School Council.
Our next meeting is Tuesday, October 10 @ 6:30 pm.
Co-Chairs: Sue Graham and Christine Degregorio
Secretary: Dana Lauricella
Treasurer: Nicole Knoll
Voting Members: Anna Panacci, Adriana Ammendolia, John Edwards, Michelle Murphy, Marilyn, Enza
Janssen

SCHOOL CASH ONLINE
We thank you for your continued support of utilizing School Cash Online for payment of various school events and activities. You can access
it by clicking the School Cash Online icon on our website (www.stmm.hwcdsb.ca)

PIZZA DAYS
We have not started pizza orders yet. We will notify you when we will start our pizza lunch program.

MORNING DROP OFF
A reminder to all parents and students that school begins at 8:35 a.m. When you arrive at school before the bell please
go directly to the playground, do not come to the front door of the school. If you are arriving late, use the front buzzer,
come to the office and get a late slip before heading to class.

PARENT CONFERENCE
The HWCDSB Parent Conference is absolutely
fantastic. If you haven’t experienced this free
conference, you are strongly encouraged to attend.

More information will be sent out soon.
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PILGRIMAGE
PILGRIMAGE On Sunday, October 20th students and staff from the Hamilton-Wentworth Catholic District School
Board will be participating in our annual pilgrimage “Walk With Christ: Justice for the Poor”, an annual event that
raises money to support development in Haiti, Uganda and the Dominican Republic. Many of our Grade 7 & 8 students
will be participating this year. If you are interested in attending please contact Mrs. Coletto at the school. Mass begins
at Cathedral High School at 11:00 am followed by an 8km walk to St. Anthony Daniel Catholic Elementary School and
then staff and students are bussed back to St. Margaret Mary upon completion of the walk.

LOCKDOWN & BOMB EVACUATION PRACTICE
We will have a lockdown practice on Tuesday, October 10 @ 12:30 p.m. During this time all students and staff will be
practicing lockdown procedures which include an announcement to initiate the process and then students/staff and visitors will move into a pre-arranged area of the classroom/school and will remain quiet until the end of the practice.
We will be practicing a bomb evacuation on Tuesday, October 22 @ 12:30 p.m. In the event of a REAL evacuation police
would instruct our school to seek shelter at one of two locations depending on the threat—St. Margaret Mary Church or St.
Jean de Brebeuf Catholic Secondary School. For our DRILL we will evacuate the school with our backpacks and jackets.
We are instructed to take our backpacks with us to assist in the event that police dogs are required in the building (in a
real emergency) and it lessens the number of bags that they need to interact with.

FROM OUR PARISH:

REGISTRATION FOR THE SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION
Registration for the Parish-based preparation program for the Sacrament of Confirmation on February 18 th, 2020
must be done on-line through the Parish website at www.stmargaretmaryparish.ca.
All Grades 7 students who have not yet registered and those students in Grade 8 who have not yet been confirmed are invited to register. Registration closes October 18 th, 2019. If you have any questions please contact
confirmation@stmargaretmaryparish.ca, or Mary at 905 518-3586.
Preparing for the reception of a sacrament of the Catholic Church such as Confirmation is a grace-filled time for
the students and their families. We ask the School and the Parish community to pray for them as they grow in
Faith through the power of the Holy Spirit!
"Come, Holy Spirit, come fill the hearts of Your faithful,
and enkindle in them the fire of Your love.
Send forth your Spirit, and they shall be created.
And you shall renew the face of the earth.”
Amen.
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